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BALTIMORE 2016: THE YEAR OF THE BIKE 



OVERVIEW 

• Why is biking important? 

• The Downtown Bicycle Network Project 

• What to expect 

 



SUSTAINABILITY 



• Safety and Comfort is 

more important than Speed 

and Convenience 

• Protected bike lanes are 

improving safety for all 

road users across the 

country 
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Pedestrian 16 10 9 6 15 

Bike 2 1 0 2 0 

Total 18 11 9 8 15 

FREQUENCY OF BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN  
FATAL CRASHES IN BALTIMORE, 2009-2013 

Source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 2015  

SAFETY 

https://vimeo.com/93261795


PUBLIC HEALTH 



Source: People for Bikes,  Building Equity, 2015 

EQUITY AND OPPORTUNITY 



Source: People for Bikes, Bike Lanes  Mean Business, 2015 

ECONOMY 



Map Source: Google Maps 



Planned Cycle Track Planned Bike Lanes 

Map Source: Google Maps 

Two-way cycle 

track protected 

by parking 

Conventional 

bike lanes 

Cycle Track 



Centre Street 

Parking protected cycle tracks 
with white flex posts between 
parking lane and cycle track 

Bike lane adjacent to parking 
and travel lane 

Jones Falls Trail Enhancement 
Project – Staining existing bike 
path green 



WHY IS THIS PROJECT IMPORTANT? 



City Protected On-Street Bike 

Lanes  

(Miles) 

Chicago 100 

New York City 49.3 

Washington, DC 6.5 

Minneapolis 4.5 

Indianapolis 10 

Pittsburgh 1.8 

Baltimore <1.0 

WHY IS THIS PROJECT IMPORTANT? 



THE DESIGN – TWO WAY 



THE DESIGN – ONE WAY 



WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT TO CHANGE? – 
PARKING ALONG MARYLAND AVE 

• Peak hour restrictions to be maintained where they 
exist today 

• Minimal parking impacts 

o Approximately 25 spaces will be removed over 
2.6 miles 

 

 



WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT TO CHANGE? – PARKING 
ALONG MARYLAND AVE 

Planned Cycle Track Planned Bike Lanes 

Map Source: Google Maps 

20 Spaces removed on 

Maryland Avenue 

5 permanent metered 

spaces removed on 

Cathedral Street 

Full time parking added on 

east side of Cathedral 

Street from Lexington 

Street to Franklin Street 



WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT TO CHANGE? – PARKING  
Planned Cycle Track Planned Bike Lanes 

Map Source: Google Maps 

15 Spaces removed 

between North Caroline 

and Broadway 

5 Spaces removed 

between Eutaw Street 

and Guilford Avenue 

125 Spaces removed 

between Greenmount 

Ave and Wolfe Street 

No Parking removed on 

Preston Street or 

Biddle Street 



WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT TO CHANGE? – TRAFFIC 
OPERATIONS ON MARYLAND AVENUE 

• Traffic impacts associated with removing a travel lane 

• Expectations for congestion 

• North of I-83 – minimal congestion impacts 

• South of I-83 – additional delay during the peak 
hour 

• Additional delay in downtown in a manageable trade 
off 

 



DOWNTOWN BICYCLE NETWORK TIMELINE 

February 2014: 
Community Meeting 

March 2015:  
Submit 95% plans to 

SHA for review 

January –May 2016:  
Advertise and award construction 

contract 

June 2016:  
Construction Begins 

Fall 2015:  
Final traffic and parking 

analysis 



QUESTIONS? 

 

Caitlin Doolin 

Bicycle & Pedestrian Planner 

Transit Bureau 

Caitlin.Doolin@baltimorecity.gov 



PUBLIC/POLITICAL PERCEPTION VERSUS REALITY 

• “Everybody drives.” 

• “We’re not Europe.” 

• “Bikes are dangerous – what happens when a speeding bicyclist hits a 
pedestrian!” 

• “Bicyclist never follow the rules.” 

• “My business will fail if no one  

       can drive or park by my store.” 

 

http://www.trianglemtb.com/images/crazy.cyclists.jpg 



EVERYBODY DRIVES 



WE’RE NOT EUROPE 

Copenhagen, 1964 
“We're not Italians! We don't want 

to walk!"  

Copenhagen, Today 



BICYCLIST ARE DANGEROUS 

• “Bikes are dangerous – what happens when a speeding bicyclist 
hits a pedestrian!” 

• “Bicyclist never follow the rules.” 

Source: Boston Globe 

Which intersection would you wait at? 

Source: StreetsBlog, Portland, OR 



“MY BUSINESS WILL FAIL IF NO ONE CAN 
DRIVE OR PARK BY MY STORE.” 

Source: The Green Lane Project, Better Bike Lanes Mean Business 



POLITICS – VOTING AFFECTS BIKES 

• Population in 
Baltimore City : 
621,000 

• Surrounding County’s 
Population: 2 Million 

• State legislation 
impacts funding 
policies and priorities  

• 100% of Baltimore’s 
Bike Projects are 
Federal or State 
funded 


