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Benefits of Baltimore Greenway Trail



Economic Development

Highlandtown, Baltimore Mixed-Use 
Development

Atlanta BeltLine



Transportation Connections



Recreation and Quality of Life



Public Health Equity
Building safe 

infrastructure to 
walk or bike

Routine physical 
activity from 

walking or biking

Increased health 
and prevention 
of premature 

deaths

Economic savings 
and increased 
social capital



Complementing Ongoing Initiatives



• Strengthen Coalition capacity to advance 
development of trail, emphasizing engagement 
in West Baltimore

• Create demonstration project in target 
community featuring temporary infrastructure

• Leverage partnerships with public and private-
sector health, economic development, built-
environment partners

• Cross-pollinate policies, plans, metrics of local 
health sector with environmental sector

• Develop communications networks to share 
information with Coalition

• Preliminary design funding for three trail 
gaps: 
• Gwynns Falls Parkway
• East 33rd Street
• Middle Branch

• Working closely with DOT to ensure final 
product can be used to leverage state and 
federal resources for construction of trail 
infrastructure

Coalition Building + Design

• Equity  and access analysis

WALMART FOUNDATION



•Ace Hardware

•Auchentoroly Terrace Association

•American Planning Association – MD Chapter

•Baltimore City Department of Recreation and Parks

•Baltimore City Department of Transportation

•Baltimore City Health Department

•Baltimore City Department of Planning

•Baltimore Emerging Technology Center

•Bikemore

•Bmore Streets for People

•Bon Secours Health System

•Central Maryland Transportation Association

•Citizens Planning and Housing Association

•Coppin State University - Spatial Data and Analysis 

Center

•East Coast Greenway

•Ekistiks LLC

•GirlTrek

•Graham Projects

•Greater Baltimore Committee

•Greater Baltimore Wilderness Coalition

•Greater Mondawmin Coordinating Council

•Flowering Tree Trail

•Friends of Druid Hill Park

•Friends of Gwynns Falls Leakin Park

•Friends of Herring Run Parks

•Friends of Maryland’s Olmsted Parks and 

Landscapes

•Handle Bar Café and Bike Shop

•Johns Hopkins University

•Loyola University

•Maryland Department of Natural Resources

•Masonville Cove Wildlife Refuge

•MedStar Harbor Hospital

•MedStar Union Memorial Hospital

•Morgan State University

•National Park Service

•Parks & People Foundation

•Patterson Park Audubon Center

•Race Pace Bicycles

•Rails-to-Trails Conservancy

•Sagamore Development

•Seawall Development

•Southeast Community Development 

Corporation

•Tour dem Parks, Hon

•University of Baltimore

•U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

•York Road Initiative

•1000 Friends of Maryland

Coalition Partners



Recent progress 

• Included in Planning Department’s Green Network Plan 
draft

• Increased stakeholder engagement: 
• Connected with over 15 community associations over past 5 

months
• Developing Public Outreach Advisory group for Northwest 

and Southeast Baltimore
• Gained 7 new coalition partners (5 community associations, 2 

universities)

• Trail segment kickoffs:
• Gwynns Falls Parkway
• Middle Branch





The Baltimore Sun, July 26, 1914

The original design of Gwynn’s Falls Parkway, from a letter of April 13, 1906. (From Correspondence for 
Job # 02421, Gwynns Falls Parkway, Item 12, Friends of Maryland’s Olmsted Parks and Landscapes files, 
Baltimore City Archives.
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The revised Olmsted vision in The Baltimore Sun, July 26, 

1914



East 33rd St. 





Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, NYEast 33rd St., Baltimore, MD

East 33rd St.









Druid Hill to Gwynns Falls connection

Jones Falls Trail

Gwynns Falls Trail
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Gwynns Falls Parkway, Baltimore, MD Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, NY

Gwynns Falls Parkway



Druid Hill Farmers Market and 
pop-up Crosswalk







Druid Hill Farmers Market and 
pop-up Crosswalk

(photos:  Graham Projects)



Druid Hill Farmers Market and 
pop-up Crosswalk

(photos:  Graham Projects)



Middle Branch







Highlandtown HighLine

















The 606 - Chicago



Boston Greenway



Atlanta Beltline





jim@railstotrails.org

avery@railstotrails.org

mailto:jim@railstotrails.org
mailto:avery@railstotrails.org


Questions

• Is Baltimore ready for a “Greenway Trail”? 

• How can we work with transit and transportation 
advocates?

• How do we ensure the project is equitable?

• What does the trail mean to you as a resident?


