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BaCkground A North Avenuef or much of Baltimoreds history

city, thus the name.

A Extending for 5 miles, it is one of the city's longest uninterrupted east west

roadways stretching from Walbrook Junction in the west to Berea in the east.
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REIMAGINING NORTH AVENUE

Glorious Past

The current state of North Avenue marked by blight,
vacancy and disinvestment is a far cry from its

gl orious past. Il n itds
bustling and vibrant commercial corridor filled with
theaters and boutiques, shops and restaurants that

served a diverse population.
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Swift Decline

REIMAGINING NORTH AVENUE

A Streets that once were alive with energy as
Baltimoreans of all status and hue patronized the
numerous merchants and businesses along the
avenue, yielded to white flight from the city and
the steady decline of the industry sector upon

which Baltimore had been so dependent.

A The streetcar lines that traversed back and forth
were replaced with buses and cars, widened
roads and increased vehicular traffic as North
Avenue became more of a route through the city
rather than the destination for which it had
previously been known. Add to that declining
retail options and a return to the stark lines of
segregation from which Baltimore tried to free
itself and this once great boulevard became a

shadow of itself.



A Bri g hter Future??? A Along many parts of North Avenue what remains

today is a hodge-podge of failed businesses as
North Avenue has become the outward

expression of the lack of investment and social
ills that are commonplace in far too many of the

communities that border it.

A Central North Avenue has experienced a
renaissance that has yet to reach the

communities at either end of the corridor.
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A Whether this redevelopment will have a ripple
effect beyond the core of North Avenue is yet to
be seen. Projects like North Avenue Gateway |

and Il, the Columbus School House Apartments

and recent developments in the Coppin Heights

Community bring hope that there are investment

rd
IO QEC | opportunities throughout North Avenue.
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