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What the bill does

The bill requires MDOT to analyze the impacts of greenhouse gas emissions and 
vehicle miles traveled (VMT) for highway capacity expansion projects over $50 
million.
This is important so MDOT can track progress on our climate goals and shape the 
design of future projects early enough in the process.
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https://www.theguardian.com/business/2024/feb
/29/biden-spending-highways-public-transport-
climate-crisis



Why it's important
• Maryland, under the Climate Solutions Now Act, has set a goal to cut 

greenhouse gas emissions 60% by 2031.
• The transportation sector is the number one source of greenhouse gas 

emission in Maryland.
• The Maryland Department of the Environment’s new Climate Pollution 

Reduction Plan indicates that adoption of electric vehicles alone will not be 
enough; reducing VMT is necessary for the state to meet its climate targets.



Why it's important

In an analysis of federal award 
obligations reported to 
USAspending.gov, 
Transportation for America has 
evaluated over 1,000 Federal 
Highway Administration and 
Federal Transit Administration-
funded transportation projects 
and awards in Maryland, 
totaling $1,324,267,306 in 
obligated funds



Adding capacity has failed to produce desired results

Lane miles 
increase

Population 
increase

Time spent in 
congestion

100 Largest Urban Areas in US, 1993-2017

Expanding lanes fails to reduce congestion
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Across US metro areas, freeway capacity grew faster than population, yet delay exploded

Expanding lanes fails to reduce congestion

 1993 - 2017
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Lane expansion: 
fails to reduce 

congestion,
has adverse 

climate impacts
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Colorado GHG Planning Standard:
prioritized mode shift to meet climate targets

Source: State of Colorado, Jesse Paul/The Colorado Sun
13

Planning Standard initiated by CO SB 21-260
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Real impact: shifted $1.5 billion from road expansions 
into multimodal 

5 Bus Rapid 
Transit  
Corridors

Bike, Walk, 
and Transit 
Networks

Transit 
Oriented 
Development
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Cost Savings: CO forecasts $40 billion net benefit for 
residents by 2050

Source: CDOT 2021 Cost Benefit Analysis, Image by SWEEP 15
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What if Maryland unlocked the benefits of 
climate-aligned mode shift?
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What if Maryland unlocked the benefits of 
climate-aligned mode shift?
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Clean air & 
improved 
activity

1,420 fewer 
deaths / yr

Electricity 
savings

97.7 TWh
total by 2050

Less Climate 
Pollution

55 MMT 
total by 2050

Consumer 
savings

$3,081
per house 
per year

Crashes Prevented

171 deaths / yr
2,572 injuries / yr

18

Results: climate-aligned transportation leads to huge 
climate, safety, & consumer savings by 2050
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Less Climate 
Pollution

2.14 MMT 
reduced 2031

Same pollution savings as installing 557 
wind turbines, running them now 

through 2050

Results: climate-aligned transportation leads to huge 
climate, safety, & consumer savings by 2050
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Conclusion: climate-aligned transportation in 
Maryland would…

Source: 2023 MDOT Climate Pollution Reduction Plan

1. Save MD Households $3k per year

2. Avoid 55 MMT by 2050, aligning w/ CSNA

3. Unlock significant health & safety benefits 
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Pending Legislation:

• Maryland HB 836

• New York S1981A

• Illinois SB 3934 
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Miguel Moravec
mmoravec@rmi.org

Questions:
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The bill's status in Maryland



The Coalition supporting it
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How you can get involved

• Fill out the form
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeu-
6lRZdLhaY18Ikv5VbV86uzuXi-FebUx3h1a_ywuufm6Lg/viewform
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RMI’s mode shift analysis frequently 
cited in policy discussions:

35
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more expansions
= 

more traffic 



RMI – Energy. Transformed.RMI – Energy. Transformed.

more traffic = more climate pollution 


