
TRENDS IN TRANSIT 
FUNDING:





Forecast



TRADITIONAL FUNDING SOURCES (NATIONALLY )











Region Measure Type What It Is Estimated Revenue Year Passed Notes:

Maricopa County, AZ ½-cent transportation sales 
tax extension (Prop 479)

20-year extension funding 
transit, light rail, roads

$14.9B total, ~$3.1B 
for transit

2024 Sales Tax Measures (Most Common & Highest 
Yield) - Sales taxes are the dominant tool for 
transit funding in U.S. ballot measures.

Nashville, TN ½-cent sales tax increase Funds bus improvements, 
sidewalks, signals, transit 
centers

$3.1B over 15 years 2024

Columbus, OH Sales tax for BRT expansion Funds COTA’s LinkUS BRT 
corridors

$6.2B by 2050 2024 Repealed?

Richland County, SC 1% sales tax renewal 25-year renewal for The 
COMET transit system

$4.5B 2024

Mountain Village, CO Sales + lodging + property 
tax package

Funds gondola + bus 
improvements

$246M 2024

Wheat Ridge, CO Bond Sidewalks, bike lanes, 
crossings

$75M 2024 Bonds for Transit, Streets, and Active 
Transportation - Often paired with multimodal 
safety improvements.

Albuquerque, NM Bond Safer streets, bike lanes, 
trails

$62.3M 2024

Denver & Aurora, CO TABOR revenue retention Allows RTD to keep $50–
$60M/year instead of 
refunding

$50–$60M/year 2024 Revenue Retention / Fiscal Rule Exceptions - 
These measures don’t raise taxes — they allow 
agencies to keep revenue they already collect.

Seattle, WA ST3 refinements + local 
transit levy

Bus service, light rail 
expansion

$20B+ 2020–2021

Austin, TX Project Connect property 
tax

Light rail + BRT $7.1B 2020





We’re past the era of one-time windfalls. Agencies that thrive are 
the ones that build predictable, boring, reliable revenue. The kind 

you can plan service around — not cross your fingers for.





Example: Value Capture, TIFs, Land 
Leasing, Heavy Vehicle Fees — those who 
profit contribute.

Example: Personal/Business Income tax, 
General Sales Tax – stable floor and 
inflation neutral.

Example: Federal formula and grants, 
Transportation Trust Fund revenues – 
leverage large scale resources for capital 
investment.



Context 
Matters.

• There is no perfect singular 
funding source. 

•  Resilience is found in 
diversification and local context.

• Real diversity in our revenue 
sources can allow us to move from 
a system that reacts to the market 
to one that shapes the region's 
future.



Thank You

Contact info:
Don Hallligan, Senior Transportation Planner
Baltimore Metropolitan Council
1500 Whetstone Way, Suite 300
Baltimore, Maryland 21230
dhalligan@baltometro.org
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